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OWhile this parish isgrounded in the past, her members are stretching for
the future and new opportunities to share our faith through word and deed to the
peoplein our neighborhood. Wewelcome you and invite you to help us shape a
new future and to contribute to our tradition through becoming involved in our
community life. Welcome to this family.O Father Frank
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This service of Complineis presented aspart of ComplineNYC, a member of
Analog ArtsEnsemble. ComplineNYC isan effort to bring to New York City a
public offering of meditation through Gregorian Chant. Complineisa 1000year-
old liturgy of night-time songs and prayers from the monadic tradition that
dividestheday into eight times of communal worship. Complineisthe lagt of
these monastic OroursOfocusing on themes of reflection, rest, and protection. Its
texts and accompanying melodies are some of the most profound and universal in
the Christianrite.

Some of the songsinvite atime of inward, personal contemplation, and other
songs serve to build a spirit of community. Participation can vary from merely
observing, to sharing in the drones accompanying chants, or to singing the modal
melodies that lend themselves to communal singing.

ComplineNYC draws upon the ancient musical traditions of sung prayer and the
themes of this Night Office to develop a unique encounter for New York City.
Members of the project gather on selected evenings to present these chantsin
public spaces. It is an endeavor that seeks to provide opportunity for spiritual
expression through the inimitably transcendent qualities of Gregorian Chant.



Concerning Tonight’s Service

This service isadapted for liturgical use at this church. Parts of the service are said, others sung
by a single voice, and other hymnsand antiphons are to be sung by all. Portionsare designed as
organ meditationsfor which the accompanying texts are given in brackets. This Officeis
constructed from An Order for Worship in the Evening (B.C.P. 1979, page 109) and the traditional
monastic rite.

Compline

The church is dark, or partially so, when the service is to begin.

All stand. The Precentor greets the people with these words

Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.
The organ responds [Thanks be to God.]

A Short Lesson of Scripture is then sung.

Jesus said, Ome to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and | will giveyou rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for

| am gentle and humblein heart, and you will find rest for your souls.O
Matthew 11: 28-29

The Priest then says the Prayer for Light, first saying
Let us pray.

Grant us, Lord, the lamp of charity which never fails, that it may burnin us
and shed itslight on those around us, and that by its brightness we may have a
vision of that holy City, where dwellsthe true and never-failing Light, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The following hymn is sung during which candles are lighted and the Altar is censed.

gradous Light,
~L-4l pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now aswe come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

You are worthy at all timesto be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.



The Precentor then sings
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O God, cometo my as-sis-tance.

The People respond

O Lord, make hasteto help me.
The organ responds
[Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Asalwaysbe-fore, so now and evermore. Amen.
Alleluial

All sing the following hymn.

+d+' oyou be-foretheclose of day, * Cre-a-tor of all things, we pray
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that in your sav-ing con-stan-cy our guard and keep-er you would be.

2. Save usfrom troubled, restlesssleep 3. A healthy life we ask of you,

from all ill dreamsyour children keep; thefire of lovein usrenew,

so calm our mindsthat fears may cease = and when the dawn new light will bring
and rested bodies wake in peace. your praise and glory we shall sing.

4. Almighty Father, hear our cry
through Jesus Christ, our Lord Most High,
whom with the Spirit we adore
who reignswith you forever more. A-men
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The People sit for the following portion of the Psalter.
Antiphon | will liedown in peace.
Psalm 4 Cum invocarem

When | call, answer me, O God of Justice;
From anguish you released me,
Have mercy and hear me!

O rebels, how long will your hearts be closed,

Will you love what isfutile and seek what is false?

It isthe Lord who grants favors to those whom he loves;
The Lord hears me whenever | call him.

Fear him; do not sin:

Ponder on your bed and be still.
Make justice your sacrifice,
And trustin theLord.

Many say, OWhat can bring us happiness?0

Lift up thelight of your face on us, O Lord.

You have put into my heart a greater joy

Than they have from abundance of corn and new wine.

| will liedown in peace and sleep comes at once
For you alone, Lord, make me dwell in safety.

Glory to the Father and the Son,
And the Holy Spirit;

Asalways before,

So now and evermore. Amen.

Antiphon Blessthe Lord through the night.
Psalm 134 Ecce nunc

O come, blessthe Lord,

All you who servethe Lord,

Who stand in the house of the Lord,
In the courts of the house of our God.

Lift up your handsto the holy place,
And bless the Lord through the night.
May the Lord bless you from Zion,
He who made both heaven and earth.

Gloria Patri



The following Scripture is then read.
Thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel: In returning and rest you shall
be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength. The LORD waitsto be
gradousto you; blessed are all those who wait for him. Isaiah 30: 15.18

People Thanks be to God.

All stand. The following section of the Responsory is sung first by the Precentor and then repeated by all.

n-to your hands, O Lord, | com-mend my spi-rit.

Then the Precentor sings
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For you havere-deemed us, O Lord, God of truth.

All repeat the second half of the Antiphon.
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| com-mend my spi-rit.

The Precentor sings the following
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Glo-ry to the Fa-ther and to the Son and the Ho-ly Spi-rit.

After which all repeat the entire Antiphon.
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In-to your hands, O Lord, | com-mend my spi-rit.

Precentor Keep us, O Lord, asthe apple of your eye.
The organ responds [Shelter usunder the shadow of your wings,]



The following Antiphon introduces the Canticle.

Save us, O Lord, waking, guard us sleeping, that awake we may watch with
Christ, and adeep we may rest in peace.

The service continues with the Song of Simeon sung by all.
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now you aredismissing your servant in peace, *
for my eyeshaveseenyour sal - va - tion,
alight for revelation to the Gen -tiles,
to the Father and the Son and theHoly Spi - rit,

according to your word;
which you have prepared in the presence  of all peoples,
and for glory to your peo - ple Israd.
asalways before, so now and ever- more. A - men.

The Precentor repeats the Antiphon.

The Precentor sings the following, which is repeated by all.
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et my prayer besent up * asin-cense be-foreyou.

The following Collects are then said, the Priest first saying
Let uspray. The People remain standing or kneel.

GRANT, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every
human heart, that barrierswhich divide us may crumble, suspicions
disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live
in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

KEEP WA TCH, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this
night, and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick,
Lord Christ; giverest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering,
pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love® sake. Amen.

All sing, Olet my prayer be sent up asincense before youQus printed above.



The People are dismissed with these words.
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Let usbless the Lord.
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People Thanks be to God.

The Priest reads

May the almighty and merciful Lord, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless
and keep us. Amen.

The ministers process to the Shrine of Our Lady, and the following Antiphon is sung.

right Queen of Heaven! God@® Virgin Spouse
The glad world® blessed maid!

Whose beauty tyed lifeto thy house,
And brought us saving ayd.

Thou art the true Loves-knot; by thee
God ismade our Allig,

And man@inferior Essence he
With hisdid dignifie.

For Coalescent by that Band
We are his body grown,
Nourished with favors from his hand
Whom for our head we own.

And such aKnot, what arm dares |oose,
What life, what death can sever?
Which usin him and him in us
United keepsforever.

V. Pray for us, holy Mother of God.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

All depart in silence.

Psalm texts © 1969 Ladies of the Grail, GIA Publications, Inc.
Opening Verses, Canticle and Psalm tones © 1996 S&. Meinrad Archabbey, Indiana, USA.
Marian Antiphon poem, OThe Knot,Oby Henry Vaughan (1621-1695).
All other music edited by Fr. Columba Kelly, OSB © 2006 Oliver Brewer.



