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This service provides a form for Compline, or night prayer, to be used in the late evening. It 
is constructed from An Order of Worship for the Evening (B.C.P. 1979, page 109) and the 
traditional monastic rite.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
I. Little Blessing.  
 

Xvvvvvhbhvvvvvvgvvvvvvv≤dvvvv[vbbfvvvgvvvhvvvvvvvgvvvvvbbvvdvvvvvvf,vvvvvv}vvvvvvvvFTvvvvvvfvvvdvvvvf,vvvv}ccbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbvvvbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbvvvb 
 V. Light and peace, in Je-sus Christ our Lord.  R. Thanks be to God. 

 
 
II. Short Lesson.  Matthew 11: 28-29.   

 

Xvvvygvvdvvvvvvf,vvvv[vvvéÜ«Ebb3vvvbbgvvvf,vv[vvGYvvvvjkjvvvvvhvvvbbvjvvvvvijvvvvh.vv[vvvfvvvvvgvvvvvhvvvgvvvvjvvvvvygvvvvdvbbbbbbbÏ 
e-sus said, ÒCome to me, all you that are wea-ry  and are car-ry-ing hea-vy  
 

Xvfbrdvvbbbbbvanvvvvv{vvdvvvfbrdvvvfvvvvvygvvvvvdvvvvvvf,vvvv]vvvgvvvvvvhvvvvvuhvvvvvkvvvvuhvvvvg,vvv[vvvHUvvvvvî•¿Ivvbbvvvjvvvvvvh.bvbb{˝ 
   bur-dens, and  I  will give you rest. Take my yoke up-on you, and learn from me;  
 

Xvgvvhvvvgvvvvvhvvvvvgvvvvdvvvvvvfvvvvvvdvvvvgvvvvvf,vvvv[vvvfvvvvvy¥fvvvvvGYvvvvvü¶Uvvv8b8b&ç^%#bbbf,vb[vvfvvbvvéÜ«Evvvbbv≥f ≥g≥f,vvvvvvvb} 
  for I am gen-tle and hum-ble in heart, and you w ill find rest       for your souls.Ó   
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III. Candle-Lighting. 
 

 
a. Prayer for Light. 
 

Vvvvhvvvvvhvvvvvvhvvvvvvvhvvvvvvhvvvvvhvvvvhvvhvvhvvvvvvhvvvvvvvvhvvvhvvvbvy¥f,vvv[vvhvvvvhvvvvhvvvvvvhvvvvvvhvvvhvvvvhbbbbbbÓ 
   rant us, Lord, the lamp of charity which never fails, that it may burn in us and 

Vvvhvvvvvhvvvvvhvvvvvhvvvvvvgvvvbbvfvvvvvhvvvvvvbbh.vvv{vvhvvvvvhvvvvvhvvvvhvvvvhvvvvvvv̆hvvv[vvvhvvbbbvvvhvvvvvvhbvvvvvhvvvvhvvhvvvvhbbbvvvhvvbÓ 
shed its l ight on those a-round us,  and that by its brightness we may have a vision of that 

Vvhvvhvvvvhvvf,vbbv[vvvvhvvvvvvvvhvvvvvvvvhvvvvvhvvvvvvhvvvvvhvvvhvvvbbvgvvvvfvvvvvvh.bbbbbbv{vbbbvbvhvvhbbvvvvvvhvvbvvvvvhvvvvvvy†¥smv}vbvvg,vvvvh.vvbbv}     
  holy City, where dwells the true and never-fail ing Light, Jesus Christ our Lord.  A-men.         
  

 
b. Anthem.  Phos hilaron. 
 

VvvSR̨GYbbbb®¢Rvvv÷h÷j÷hvvvvvfvvvvbbvhbhbhvf¥h¥†dbbbesmv[vvvvSRvvvvvbbbvvgbgvvvvvvvv̆hvvvvvfvvbbvdvvvvvGYvvGYvvbbv7b7bb^%$vvdvvvbvfvvvbbbvdvvvbbvsvvvbbvdfdmbbbbbbbbbbbbbb{Ô 
                          gra-cious Light,   *  pure  bright-ness of the ev-er-liv - ing Fa-ther in heavÕn, 
 

Vvjkjv̆6b%$vvvfvvdvvvvfG˘YvFÁUbbb^%#bbfvtf,vv[vfÁ¥hfvvbbv≤esvvvvdvvvbbbbbbb4,bb#b@bbdbbbbbf¥Áhfvbvbbbf,vvv]vvbvhbhvbbbvbvvgvvvvhvvvvvfbfvvvvvdvvvvfvbbbvvhjügbvbbbbbby¥fbvvvvdvvvvfvbbbbvbbbbbÍ 
  O        Jesus Christ,        ho - ly and bless   -   ed!   Now as we come to the set-ting of the 
 

Vsbsbbbbbs®fdvrdvesmv[vvvsvvvvvvdvvvv®¢Rvvvvvgbvvvy¥fvvvvvdvvvvvwavvsvvvvvdfdbmbvvv{vvsvvvvvdfd6vvvvvjvvvvvvhvvvvhvvvvvfvvvvsmvbbv[vvvSRb#@vvvvvvbdmvbbbÏ 
 sun,           And our eyes behold the vesper light,  We sing your praises, O God:  Fa  -  ther 
 

vvr®sbbbbbDRbbbbh‡Y.vvvhvvbbv7b^%vbvHUvvvblblboøhbvvvh.vvvv]vvfcvhvvvvv̆6bbb$b@vvbbbvvdvvvvfvbv|v5b$#vbvfbfvvvvbbvgvvvhvvvvvvjbbjvvvvvvvjvvvvhvvvgvvvvbvvh.vvvsmvv[b|˝ 
  Son,    and Ho-ly Spi - rit.  You are wor - thy at  all times to be praised by happy voices, 
 

V|bbgbgbgvbbdvvvvfvvvvvg,vc[vhvvvvuhvvfbbv|bbgvbvvvHU><vv{vvvhvvvbbvjvvvhvvvvJILPb(*vvjvvbbbvhbhvvvvvvvvSEvvvvvv|vtfvvvsvbvbbv́bbb£Áˇ˘Yvv7bbb^$#@vbbdbesmvv}vvvbbbbbvvvvb 
   O Son of God,  O Giver of l ife, And to be glo - ri-fied through all the worlds. 

VvfvvvvvDRvvvvvf,vvv} 
  Let us pray. 

O 

G 



 
IV. Opening Verses. 

 

Bbbbvvvhvvvhjh.vvv[vvvvhvvvvvbbhcvhvcgbbcbGYcvvh.cvvv}vvvvvbbbbhvvvvhjh.vvvv[vvvhcvvvvvhvvvvvbbgcbvGYcvvvh.cv{bbvvvÓ 
V.  O God,  come to my as-sis-tance.  R.   O Lord,  make haste to help me. 
 

Bbbbvùvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvxxxxxchcvygbgvv[vvgvvvvvhvvvvvhvvvvgvvbvvGYvvh.vvvv{vvvùcccccbbbbhvvbbbbbygbgv[bbbvbvvÓ 
Glory to the Father and the Son  and the Ho-ly Spi-rit.    As always be-fore, 
 

Bbbbhvvvvvhvvvvvvgvvvvvgvvvbbhvvvbvhjh.vvvv[vvgvvvvGY,.vvvv{vvhvbvHUvvvygvvg,vvv}vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvbbbbvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvbb 
  so now and ev-er-more.  A-men.  Al-le-lu-ia.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

V. Hymn.  Te lucis ante terminum.  
 

Xvvhvvvgvvvvjvvvijvvvvhvvvvvvjvvvvhvvvvg,vvv[vvfvvvvbF¨Ivbvkvvvjvvbbbkvvvvvvlvvvvvbvvjvvvvvvk/vvv{vvvbbbbbbbbbbbbbÔ 
  o you be-fore the close of day, * Cre-a-tor of all things, we pray 

Xvvjvvvvkvvvvvjvvvvvvijvvvvvhvvvvvjvvvvvhvvvvvvg,vvv[vvvhvvvvvvvgvvvvvvvjvvvvvijvvvvvhvvvvbjkjvvvvvvhvvvvvvvg,vvvvvv} 
   that in your sav-ing con-stan-cy     our guard and keep-er you would be. 

 
 

  2. Save us from troubled, restless sleep 3. A  healthy life we ask of you,  
  from al l ill  dreams your children keep; the fire of love in us renew , 
  so calm our minds that fears may cease and w hen the daw n new  light w ill  bring 
  and rested bodies wake in peace. your praise and glory we shall sing. 
 
 
    4. A lmighty Father, hear our cry 
    through Jesus Christ, our Lord Most High, 
    whom with the Spirit we adore 
    who reigns w ith you forever more. 

XvvghgvvFTM<v} 
     A-men 

+ 



VI. Psalms. 
 

P S A L M   I V.    
 

a. Antiphon. 
          

Bbbbvvvhvvvbbhvvvvghgvbbvbbvvhby¥†smvvvvbbb[vbbvDRvvvbbbbbbGYb%$bbvvdf®smvvvvvv} 
         w il l lie   down *  in peace. 
 
 

 
b. Psalm. 
 

Bbvbvvùvvgvfvg<vvvv]vvvvòvvfvgvh.vvvv]vvvìvvgvf,vvvv]vvvòvvdvavsmvvv} 
 
When I call, answer me, O God of Justice; * 
From anguish you released me, 
Have mercy and hear me!      
 
O rebels, how long w ill your hearts be closed, 
Wi ll you love what is futile and seek what is false? 
It is the Lord who grants favors to those whom he loves; 
The Lord hears me whenever I call him.     
 
Fear him; do not sin: 
Ponder on your bed and be stil l. 
Make justice your sacrifice, 
And trust in the Lord.    
 
Many say, ÒWhat can bring us happiness?Ó 
Lift up the light of your face on us, O Lord. 
You have put into my heart a greater joy 
Than they have from abundance of corn and new wine.    
 
I w il l lie down in peace and sleep comes at once 
For you alone, Lord, make me dwell in safety.     
 
Glory to the Father and the Son, 
And the Holy Spirit; 
As always before, 
So now and evermore.  Amen.   Repeat Antiphon. 

  I 



 
P S A L M   C X X X I V. 

 
 
 
 
c. Antiphon. 
 

Bbbbbbgîıkjvvvvlvvvv8b8b&%,bvvvvbb[vvvvbbbbr®sbvvvvvvvfvvvvvvghg,vvvvvvv} 
  less the Lord  * through the night. 
 
 

 
 

d. Psalm. 
 

Bbbbvvvòvvdvfvg<vvvv]vvvvùvvgvh.vvvv]vvvùvvfvbhbvk/vvvv]vvvvùvvjvg<vvvv} 
 
O come, bless the Lord, * 
A ll you who serve the Lord, 
Who stand in the house of the Lord, 
In the courts of the house of our God.  
 
Lift up your hands to the holy place, 
And bless the Lord through the night. 
May the Lord bless you from Zion, 
He who made both heaven and earth.  
 
Glory to the Father and the Son, 
And the Holy Spirit; 
As always before, 
So now and evermore.  Amen.   Repeat Antiphon. 
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VII. Little Chapter.  Isaiah 30: 15.18 
 

Xbbbvhvcvhcvvvhcchccvh.cvv[vbhcvbbhcbbbbhcvvgcbbbbfvvvhchch.vvv{vvvbhbbvbvhvvvbbhvcvvhcvvhcchcchvvvvvvbbbbbbÓ 
   hus said the Lord GOD, the Ho-ly One of Is-ra-el:     In re-turn-ing and rest you 
 

Xbbbvhvvvvvhcvy¥f,cvv[vvvbhcvvhcbbbvbvbhcvvvbhcvbbbhvvvvvhvcvbbbbbhcvvbbfcvvdcvvcDfm,cc}cvvhcchccvvvhvcvbbbbhbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbÓ 
 shall be saved;   in quiet-ness and in trust shall be your strength.  The LORD waits to 
 

Xbbbvvhcvhcvvgccbbbfcvh.c[chcvvvhcbvhvcbhcvbbvhccbvhccvfcvvdcbbbvDfm,cvvv}xvvvvvvvhbhcvvvvfvbbbbbbdvvvvvDf,mvcbbbbb} 
     be gra-cious to you; bless-ed are all those who wait for him.   R.  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

VIII. Responsory. 
 
 

BvfvvvfcvfccvgbbgcbbbbvvvFgcvsmvvvvvv{vvhbbhvvfvvvvvv6.bbb%$vDfvvvvdvvbbvvsmvvvvsmcvv}vvvvbvfvvvfcvvfccvgbbgvv}bbbvvvv 
       n-to your hands, O Lord,     I com-mend my spi-rit. Repeat In-to your hands. 
  
 

BvvvvhvvbvvvjvvvvvvhcvvvhcbvvGhvvccvv≥gbvv[vbbhvctfccvgcvvgvch.cvvv}vvcvhbbhvvvfvvvvv6.bbb%$vDfvvvvdvvvvsmvvvsmvvv}vvvvvÓ 
V. For you have re-deemed us,  O Lord, God of truth.  R.     I com-mend my spi-rit.  
 

BvvvhvvvvhvvvhvvvvhbbbvbvbbbvHjvvvvv̆hvvv[vvhvbbbbvvGhvvvvgvvvbbv≥gvvv[vvgvvvbbbbbvhvvbvvgvvvvfvvvvgvvvvh.c}vvvvvvvbbvbvfvvvfcvvfccvgbbgvv}vvvvbvb 
V.Glo-ry to the Fa-ther and to the Son  and the Ho-ly Spi-rit.  Repeat  In-to your hands. 
 

Xcvhvvvvvvhvvbbbbvhvvvvvhvvvvvvhvvvvhvvvvhvvvhvvvvvhvvvvvhvvvbvvy¥f,vv[vf©bbbx6b%$#vbFgvtf,cbbbbbb}  
V. Keep us, O Lord, as the ap-ple of your eye.   

Xcvhvvvbvhvbbbbbvbbvhvvvbbhvvvvvhvvvvhvvvvvhvvvvbbvvhvvvvvhvvvvvhvvvvvbvy¥f,vv[vf©bbbb6%$#vbFgvtf,c}  
R. Shel-ter us un-der the sha-dow of your w ings.    

T  

   I  



IX. Song of Simeon.   
 
 

a. Antiphon. 
 

Xvvfvvvvavvvvdvvvbfgfvvvvvvygvvvvbvf,vvvvv[vvvvy¥fvvvvbbvGYvvvvvx¿j¿k¿jvvvvvj.vvv{vvbbbvhvvvvjvvvvî•Ibb8vvbbvjcvvkvvvvvvvygvvvbbbvbvÎ 
   ave us, O Lord, wak-ing, * guard us sleep-ing,   that a-wake we may watch 

 

XvDRvvvvvv4b4b#!nvvv{vvvavvbbvdvvvv®¢R,vv[vvdvvvvvfvvvbbvvygvvbvdvvvvgbtf,vvvvvv}ccccccbcccccccccccbbbbbbbbbcvv 
with Christ,  and a-sleep we may rest in peace. 

 
 

b. Canticle.  
 

Xvvdvvvvvfvvvvvvvvvvvvùvvcccccccccccccccvxxxxxxvxxvvvvvvvvvjxccvbbbvbbh.xxbvvvbbbvvvvbbvvÓ 
           as-ter,  now you are dismissing your servant in  peace, *  
         2. for my eyes have seen your sal -  va   - tion, 
          3. a l ight for revelation to the   Gen  - ti les, 

4. Glo-ry to the Father and the Son and the Holy  Spi  - rit, 

Xvvvvvùcccccccccccccccccvvbxvvvvvvvvvvvvgxvvvvvvvvvvdxvvvvvvvvvvf,xvvvvvccccvvvv}vvvvxvvvbbb 
   according       to  your  word; 
   which you have prepared in the presence  of  all  peoples, 
   and for glory to your     peo  - ple  Israel. 
   as always before, so now and ever-  more.  A- men. 

The Antiphon is repeated. Xvvfvvvvvvanvvv} 
      Save  us. 
 
 
 

X. Prayers. 
   When the prayers follow: 

VvfvvvvgvvvvvvvygvvvvvvfvvvvvGYvvvvvjvvvvv[vvvHUbbbvvijvvbbbvhvvvvvvvgvvvvygvvvbbbbvf,vvv}vvvvvvbvvbbbfvvvvDRvvvvf,vvvvvvvbbbbvvvvbbbv}b 
   et my prayer be sent up   *   as in-cense be-fore you.          Let us pray. 

    S 
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Vbbbvvvvdvvvvvvvvfvvvvf,vvv[vvvdvvvvvvfvvvvvfvvvfvvvvfvvvvvfvvvvvfvvvvfvvvvvfvvvfvvvvvfvvvvfvvvvvfvvvvvbbbvfvvbvfvvvvvfvvvvfvvvvvvf,bbvvv{vbÎ 
GRANT, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move evÕry human heart,  
 

Vbbbdvvvvfvvvfvvvfvvvvvvvfvvvvvvvfvbbvfvvvbvvfvvvvvfvvvvvvfvvvvf,vvv[vbvvdvvvvfvvvvfvvvvvvvfvvvfvvvvdmvv[vvvdvvvvvvdvvvvfvvvvbbvvf,vvvbbv{vvbbbbbbbÎ 
that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease;  
 

Vbbbdvvvvbbbfvvbvvvfvbvbfvvvfvvvvvbbbbfvbbvfvvvvvvvf,vvvvv[vvdvvvvvvfvvvvvvfvvvvfvvvvdvvvdvvvvvfvvvvvvvf,vvvv]vvvvvvdvvvvvvvvvfvvfvvvvvvvdvvvvbbbvÏ 
that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ  
 

Vvfvvvvvrdmvvv}vvvdmvvvvf,vbv}vvvvvdvvvvvvvvvvvfvvvvvvvvvfvvvvvvvfvvvvvvbbvfvvvvvvvvfvvvvvvvfvvvvvvv̄fvvvvbvvbfvvvvvv̄fvvvbbbvbvvfvvvvvbbfvbbbbbbvbÏ 
our Lord.   Amen.  KEEP WA TCH, dear Lord, w ith those who work, or watch, or weep  
 

Vbbbfvvvvvvrdmvvv{vvvdvvvvvvfvvvvvvfvvvvvvfvvvfvvvvvvvvfvvvvvvbbfvvvfvvvvvvdvvvvvvvdvvvvvvvf,vvvv]vvvvvdvvvvvvfvvvvvfvvvvvvvfvvvvvbbbbbbbbbbvvvbbbÎ 
this night, and give your angels charge o-ver those who sleep.  Tend the sick, Lord  
 

Vbbbvvf,vvvv{vvvdvvvvvvfvvvvfvvvvfvvvvvfvvvfbfvvvvvvfvvvvvfvvbbbbvvfvvfbfvvvvvvvfvvvvvvbbvbfvvvvbbbvfvvvvbbfbfvvvvvbbbfvvfvvbvfvvvvfvvvfvvvdmvvv[vvvbbbÎb 
Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffÕring, pity the affl icted,  
 

Vbbbvdvvvvvvvdvvvvvvfvvvf,vv]vvvdvvvvvfvvvfvvvvvvdvvvvvvvfvvvvvvvrdmvvv}vvvdmvvvf,vv}vvvvvvvvvvvfvvvvvgvvvvvvvygvvvvvvfvvvvvGYvvvvvjvvbbb} 
shield the joyous; and all for your loveÕs sake.  Amen.  Repeat Let my prayer be sent up 
 
 

XI. Dismissal and Blessing. 
  

XvvvvkvvvvvkvvvvvJIvvvvvvjvvvvv7b̂ %,vvvvvv}vvvvvvvv8b8vvvvvvJIvvvvjvvvv7b^%,vvvvv} 
  V. Let us bless the Lord.   R.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Read in a low voice.  May the almighty and merciful Lord, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit bless and keep us.  Amen. 



XII. Marian Antiphon. 
 

Vbvd†hgvvvvvbvD¨Uvvvbbbvvvvkvvvvvjv>vvvvvvv[vbvvdvvvvvvvvvfvbbvfvvvvvvvv≥gvvvvvv[vbbvdvvvbvjbjvvvvvvvygvvvvvvvvfvvvvvgvvvvvvdbbmbvvb}bbÎ 
   right Queen of HeavÕn! * GodÕs Virgin Spouse The glad worldÕs bless•d maid! 
 

Vvvvdvvvvvvvvjvvvhvvvvvbvjvbbbbbbbvvkbbkvvvvjvvvhvvvvvvjkj.vvvb[vbbbbvdvvvvvvvvfvvvvvvvvvdvvvvhbygvvfvvvvvvdMvv}vvvvvfvvvvvbvgvvvbvdvvbbbÔ 
Whose beauty tyed life to thy house, And brought us saving ayd.    Thou art the   
  

Vvbbjbjvbbbvv7b7b^%bbhvvvvFT<Mvvvv{vvgvvbbvhjüg,vvvbvbbvfvvvvgvvvvvhvvvvvvvhvvbbbvvjbjbvdmvv[bvvfvvbbbvbvvvdvvvvbbbbbbbvdvvsvvvdvbbbfvbvvs®fdvvbbvdbdvvvbbbbvfbbbbbbx̋  
true Loves-knot; by thee God is made our A ll ie, And manÕs infer-i-or Es-sence he 
 

Vvvgvvvvhby¥fvvvvgvvbbvbvygvvbbfvvdmv}vvbbbbdvvvvuhvbbbbbbgvvvFTvvvvbbbdvvvvvfvvvvvfvvvvvvv≥gvvv[vbbvfvvvvgvvvbbvfvvvvGYvbbbvjvvbbbvvv¿kvvvvbbv{vvbbbbbbbbbbÒ 
Wi th his did dignifie.  For Co-a-les-cent by that Band We are his body grown, 
 

Vvlbokvvvvvvjvvvvvvvvhvvvvvvjvvvhvvvvvvgvvvvvvfvvvvvb≥gvvv[vvvvbvyfvvvvbbbbbvvvgvvvvbbbhvvvvvjkjvvbbbvvhbhvvvvj.vbv}bvbvjvvvvvvvygvvvvfbbbbbbbÎ 
Nou-rished with favors from his hand Whom for our head we own. And such a 
 

Vvdbdvvvvvvvfvvvvbbbvvgvvvvvvvfvvvvvvvv≥gvvv[vvvvvgvvvvbbvhbhvvvvvvGYvvvvvvvvjvvvvvvvhvbbbvvvfvvvg,bbvv}vvbvvvfvvvvvvbvdvvvsvvvbbv̄fvbbbvbbÎ 
Knot, what arm dares loose, What life, what death can sever?    Which us in him 
 

Vvdvvvbbbbvfvvvbvdbdvbbv≤dvv[vfvvGYvvgvvvvvvygbbbvvbbvvvfvvv̄d¯f̄dvbbbbvvdmvv}vvvvvbbbbbbbbvvvdvvvbbvvdvvbbbbbvdvvbvvdvvdvvbbbbbvvdvvvdvvvvvavvvvvdmvvbbbv}bbbbÎ 
and him in us  United keeps for  e Ð ver.     V. Pray for us, holy Mother of God. 
 

Vvvvvvvdvvvvdvvvvvvdvvvvvdvvvvvdvvvvvvvdvvvvvdvvvvdbbvvvdvvvbbbbbvdvvvdvvbbbdvvvbbvavvbbvvvdmvvvvvv}xxxvxcvvvvvvccccczcbbbbbbbbbbbb 
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
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